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A motion by Washington, Kansas, Kentucky, Michigan and Tennessee to amend the 
SSUTA to provide a definition of bottled water:  
 
Library of Definitions, Part II, FOOD AND FOOD PRODUCTS  
 

 

“Bottled water” means water that is placed in a sealed container or package for human 
consumption or other consumer uses. Bottled water is calorie free and does not contain 
sweeteners or other additives except that it may contain: (i) antimicrobial agents; (ii) fluoride; 
(iii) carbonation; (iv) vitamins, minerals, and electrolytes; (v) oxygen; (vi) preservatives; and 
(vii) only those flavors, extracts, or essences derived from a spice or fruit. "Bottled water" 
includes water that is delivered to the buyer in a reusable container that is not sold with the 
water.  

“Food and food ingredients” means substances, whether in liquid, concentrated, solid, frozen, 
dried, or dehydrated form, that are sold for ingestion or chewing by humans and are consumed 
for their taste or nutritional value. “Food and food ingredients” does not include “alcoholic 
beverages” or “tobacco.” A member state may exclude “bottled water,” 

 

“candy,” “dietary 
supplements” and “soft drinks” from this definition, which items are mutually exclusive of each 
other. Notwithstanding the foregoing requirements of this definition or any other provision of the 
Agreement, a member state may maintain its tax treatment of food in a manner that differs from 
the definitions provided herein, provided its taxation or exemption of food is based on a 
prohibition or requirement of that state’s Constitution that exists on the effective date of the 
Agreement.  

In the definition of “prepared food”: 

Substances within “food and food ingredients” may be taxed differently if sold as “prepared 
food.” A state shall tax or exempt from taxation “bottled water,” 

 

“candy,” dietary supplements,” 
and “soft drinks” that are sold as “prepared food” in the same manner as it treats other substances 
that are sold as “prepared food.”  


